[Limits and possibilities of pediatric surgery].
Organ damage in some congenital defects can be so grave that not even the best postnatal treatment is able to guarantee survival. Treatment can also result in an unsatisfactory outcome. The defect can also become worse during fetal development. Today, fetal imaging is able to produce accurate anatomic and pathophysiologic information about the developing organ system already starting from weeks 18 to 20 of pregnancy. This has enabled corrective procedures for the fetus. For the time being, conclusive scientific evidence of the efficacy of invasive fetal therapies is available only for the twin-to-twin transfusion syndrome and fetal meningomyelocele.